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THE BASICS OF SOCIAL RESEARCH
Fourth Edition
Earl Babbie, Chapman College

Whether your main challenge is to engage your students or your course
focus is quantitative or qualitative, Earl Babbie’s got you covered!

This thorough revision of Babbie's standard-setting book offers students a succinct, 
straightforward introduction to the field of research methods as practiced by social 
scientists. Contemporary examples—such as terrorism, Alzheimer’s disease, anti-gay 
prejudice and education, and the legalization of marijuana make this Fourth Edition 
thoroughly fascinating as it introduces students to the “how-tos” and “whys” of social
research methods. The book’s new qualitative coverage combined with its already strong
quantitative material makes this new edition Babbie’s best yet.

Babbie, long respected in the field and renowned for his engaging and friendly writing style,
gives students the tools they need for understanding social research methods and for 
applying these concepts both inside and outside the classroom—as researchers and as 
consumers of research.  With a strong emphasis on ethics and additional qualitative 
material, this Fourth Edition is authoritative yet student-friendly . . . and engaging enough 
to help students connect the dots between the world of social research and the real world.

VISIT US ON THE WEB

Companion Website
www.thomsonedu.com/sociology/babbie
The book’s Companion Website includes a wealth of 
chapter-specific resources for both you and your students. 
Log on today! 

AVAILABLE JANUARY 2007!

W
A

D
SW

O
R

T
H

: D
ED

IC
A

T
ED

 T
O

 T
H

E 
D

IS
C

IP
LI

N
E—

YO
U

R
 S

O
C

IO
LO

G
Y 

PA
R

T
N

ER

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Part One: An Introduction to Inquiry
1. Human Inquiry and Science
2. Paradigms, Theory, and Research
3. The Ethics and Politics of Social Research

Part Two: The Structuring of Inquiry:
Quantitative and Qualitative
4. Research Design
5. Conceptualization, Operationalization, 

and Measurement
6. Indexes, Scales, and Typologies
7. The Logic of Sampling

Part Three: Modes of Observation:
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Appendix A. Using the Library / Appendix B.
Random Numbers / Appendix C. Distribution of
Chi Square
Appendix D. Normal Curve Areas / Appendix E.
Estimated Sampling Error

“Babbie’s personal, approachable
writing style is one of the best 
characteristics of the book. Students
appreciate the personal approach he
uses. It makes technical material
much easier to digest and much less
intimidating. A readable, solid
research text. The best out there.”

Melanie Arthur
Portland State University

“The writing is very clear. I enjoy the
rhetorical questioning that the
author has used throughout the 
text. I also appreciate the clarity 
and simplicity of the word choice.”

Rebecca Utz
University of Utah

8 x 10. Casebound. 2-color.
ISBN: 0-495-09468-4.

AVAILABLE 
JANUARY 2007!
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NEW TO THIS EDITION

� Babbie has increased the ethics coverage throughout the
Fourth Edition. In addition to Chapter 3, “The Ethics and
Politics of Social Research,” which deals with research ethics
in depth, ethical issues are addressed throughout the
book. 

� Now with expanded coverage of qualitative data analysis,
the book ensures that students gain a solid understanding
of the key paradigms that direct different types of
research efforts. In addition to the new qualitative 
material in Chapter 10, Qualitative Field Research, and
Chapter 13, Qualitative Data Analysis, additional qualitative
discussions have been highlighted as appropriate. For
instance, the book explores the uses of qualitative and
quantitative methods in the study of terrorism in Chapter
2, “Paradigms, Theory, and Social Research,” and a new
section on response rates in interview surveys appears in
Chapter 9, “Survey Research.” In Chapter 11,
“Unobtrusive Research,” includes an example of 
qualitative content analysis of gangsta rap and nihilism. 

� Formerly called “An Opening Quandary,” the What Do
You Think? boxes are captivating vignettes that challenge
students to think about issues that relate to the topics
covered in the chapter. For example, in the What Do You
Think? box from Chapter 1, Human Inquiry and Science,
Babbie shows how researchers, by examining birthrates
across society as a whole, can help manufacturers 
determine how many diapers and how much baby food
to produce from year to year, despite the variations in
birthrates. New photographs also appear within each
What Do You Think? chapter-opener.

� What Do You Think? Revisited boxes, which appear at 
the end of each chapter, explore the same topic of the
chapter-opening What Do You Think? box, to reinforce the
concepts of the chapter and to stimulate discussion.  

� In the Real World boxes tie chapter concepts to current
topics and day-to-day issues. The boxes include applica-
tions of research principles not only in a research setting,
but also outside the research setting. For example, in
Chapter 2, “Paradigms, Theory, and Social Research,” the
In the Real World box reminds students of how different
paradigms affect the interpretation of the cause of the
attacks on the World Trade Center. 

� The views of researchers exploring a high-interest topic is
discussed in the Insights and Issues boxes, each illustrating
a major concept in the chapter. For example, in Chapter
7, “The Logic of Sampling,” this feature explores
“Sampling Iran”, while the Insights and Issues box in
Chapter 6, “Indexes, Scales, and Typologies” discusses
“What is the Best College in the United States?”  

� Babbie’s respected coverage and examples of quantitative 
methods continues in the Fourth Edition. In Chapter 14,
“Quantitative Data Analysis,” the author has updated 
the data on marijuana legalization, age, and political 
orientations; education, gender, and income; and 
religious attendance, age, and sex. You’ll also find a 
new discussion of GapMinder software online at the 
book Companion Website.

FEATURES

� This best-selling book is Earl Babbie’s response to the
evolving changes in teaching methods, as well as to
changing student demographics. Instructors appreciate
how Babbie’s concise coverage makes this book perfect
for shorter courses—and for today’s online- and 
technology-savvy students. One of research methods’
most respected educators, Babbie offers a meticulously
updated book with new material in every chapter.

� In Chapter 14, “Quantitative Data Analysis,” as well 
as throughout the text, Babbie discusses how SPSS® is
utilized in the data analysis process. As Babbie guides 
students step by step from coding to univariate, bivariate,
and multivariate analyses, he peppers his discussion with
real-life examples and discussion of the role that SPSS
plays in the process. 



InfoTrac® College Edition 
with InfoMarks™

0-495-05077-6
Four months’ access to this online 
database—featuring reliable, full-length
articles from thousands of academic journals and 
periodicals—is available with each new copy of this text 
at no additional charge! The InfoTrac® College Edition
online database is filled with more than 18 million reliable,
full-length articles from 5,000 publications, including The
New York Times, Newsweek, Time, Sociology Review, and the
Journal of Sociology. Also included is access to InfoMarks™,
stable URLs that can be linked to articles, journals, and
searches. InfoMarks allows you to use a simple “copy and
paste” technique to create instant and continually updated
online readers, content services, bibliographies, electronic
“reserve” readings, and current topic sites. To help students
use the research they gather, InfoTrac College Edition
includes access to InfoWrite™, a complete set of online 
critical thinking and paper-writing tools. Visit
http://www.infotrac-college.com and select the “User
Demo.” Contact your Thomson representative about 
packaging access to InfoTrac College Edition at no 
additional charge with your book.

vMentor™

0-495-12113-4 
Give your students access to a live
tutor who is an expert in social
research! When students get stuck on a particular problem
or concept, they need only log on to vMentor™, where they
can talk (using their own computer microphones) to tutors
who will skillfully guide them through the concept.

Companion Website 
www.thomsonedu.com/sociology/babbie
The book’s Companion Website includes 
chapter-specific resources for instructors 
and students. For instructors, the site
offers a password-protected instructor’s
manual, Microsoft® PowerPoint® presentation slides, and
more. For students, there is a multitude of text-specific
study aids including the following: 

� Tutorial practice quizzing that can be scored and 
emailed to the instructor

� Web links

� InfoTrac College Edition exercises

� Flashcards

� GSS data sets

� Primers on data analysis software, including SPSS, 
NVivo, and Qualrus

� MicroCase® Online data exercises

� Crossword puzzles
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ONLINE RESOURCES

ThomsonNOW™

. . . Just What You Need to Do Now!

Customize your students’ path to success with
ThomsonNOW™! Access to ThomsonNOW is 
web-based and complimentary with every new
copy of this text—all you need to do is order 
the access code, and your students are in. 
This powerful and interactive resource will 
help students gauge their own unique study
needs. Then, it gives them a Personalized Study
plan that helps them focus study time on the
concepts they most need to master. Your 
students will quickly begin to optimize study
time and get one step closer to success.
ThomsonNOW™ is integrated into the body of
the book’s chapters. 



INSTRUCTOR RESOURCES

JoinIn™ on TurningPoint®

Contact your sales 
representative for 
ordering information.
JoinIn on TurningPoint is the easiest way to turn
your lecture into a personal, fully interactive
experience for your students. JoinIn turns your
ordinary Microsoft® PowerPoint® application
into powerful audience response software 
allowing you to: take attendance, poll students
on key issues to spark discussion, check student
comprehension of difficult concepts, collect 
student demographics to better assess student
needs, and even administer quizzes without 
collecting papers or grading.

Multimedia Manager Instructor
Resource CD-ROM
0-495-10050-1
With this one-stop digital library
and presentation tool, instructors
can assemble, edit, and present custom lectures
with ease. The Multimedia Manager contains
figures, tables, graphs, and maps from this text,
pre-assembled Microsoft® PowerPoint® lecture
slides, tips for teaching, the instructor’s manual,
and more. 

Instructor’s Manual with
Test Bank 
0-495-10035-8
Written by Margaret Platt
Jendrek, this supplement
offers chapter outlines,
behavioral objectives, 
teaching suggestions and
resources, InfoTrac College
Edition exercises, Internet exercises, and 
possible study guide answers. In addition, 
for each chapter of the text, the Test Bank 
has questions in multiple-choice, true-false,
short-answer, and essay, with answers and 
page references. All questions are labeled as
new, modified, or pickup so instructors know 
if the question is new to this edition of the test
bank, modified but picked up from the previous
edition of the test bank, or picked up straight
from the previous edition of the test bank.

ExamView™

Computerized
Testing
0-495-10036-6
Create, deliver, and customize tests and study
guides (both print and online) in minutes with
this easy-to-use assessment and tutorial system.
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Thomson Wadsworth
Source Code 8TPSO010

P.O. Box 6904
Florence, KY 41022

Phone: 1-800-423-0563
Fax: 1-859-647-5020

Email: review@kdc.com

ORDER YOUR REVIEW 
COPY TODAY!

STUDENT RESOURCES

SPSS® Student Version 14.0 
CD-ROM (Windows)
0-495-31862-0 • Packaged with
the text 0-495-28750-4
Based on the professional version of
the popular SPSS® (Statistical Package for the
Social Sciences) statistical software, this special
version allows students to use real-world soft-
ware to do sociological data analysis, including
interpreting the GSS data sets found on the
book’s companion website. 

Learning How to Use
SPSS®: with Exercises 
. . . no additional charge
when packaged with the
text
0-495-18737-2
Packaged with the text 
0-495-40431-4
This handy guide is coordi-
nated with the text and the SPSS CD-ROM 14.0
to help students master basic navigation in
SPSS. Users quickly learn how to:

� Enter their own data

� Create, save, and retrieve files

� Produce and interpret data summaries

Also included are SPSS practice exercises 
correlated with each chapter.

GSS Data 
These data sets can be used with the
SPSS Student Version 14.0 CD-ROM or
any statistical software. Babbie uses
these data sets for many of the
examples in the textbook, as well as for selected
exercises in the student Study Guide. 

Study Guide
0-495-10037-4
Exercises include matching, multiple-choice, 
and open-ended discussion questions for each
chapter, along with four to six exercises designed
to reinforce the material learned in the text with
examples from everyday life. Also included are
the answers to the matching and multiple-choice
review questions, as well as a General Social
Survey appendix, plus chapter objectives, 
chapter summaries, and key terms.

Readings in Social Research Methods,
Third Edition
0-495-09337-8
The concepts and methodologies of social
research come to life in this interesting 
collection of articles specifically designed to
accompany The Basics of Social Research. Diane
Kholos Wysocki includes an interdisciplinary
range of readings from the fields of psychology,
sociology, social work, criminal justice, and
political science. 


