
1

The perfect core text for doing sociology—
connecting concept to application at every turn!
This top-selling, brief introduction to sociology—praised nationwide for its superb balance and current
scholarship as well as its concise, teachable format—also gives your students the most interactive, hands-on
ways of applying sociological concepts ever offered in a text. Featuring “Intersections” essays linked to
MicroCase® Online exercises . . . new “Connections” boxes . . . and other innovative tools, this Sixth Edition
gets students doing sociology—and thinking critically in the process! 

With this Sixth Edition of Essentials 
of Sociology, your classroom becomes 
a laboratory of discovery: 

• Reviewer-praised “Intersections” essays 
engage students in doing MicroCase Online data analysis
exercises —see page 2.

• New “Connections” boxes show how chapter
concepts apply to students’ lives—see page 2.

• The latest research findings and many other
new topics involve students in today’s issues— 
see page 3.

• “Focus On” boxes encourage critical thinking about
the environment, diversity, technology, and global
issues—see page 4.

• Many critical thinking and review opportuni-
ties,” including concept summaries, NEW “Where
This Leaves Us” sections, and other tools—see page 5.

• Many FREE resources help you to expand your
course online, including the activity-rich Book
Companion Web Site, the InfoTrac® College Edition online
library, and WebTutor™ ToolBox—see page 6.

• Many instructor tools—including FREE
presentation, video, and testing resources—see page 6.

• Student resources—most are FREE—see page 8.

PLUS . . . SocCoach CD-ROM
filled with exciting interactive 
study opportunities!
Available FREE when packaged with this book—
see back inside cover for details.

Begin your quick tour now

PRESENTING TH
E SIXTH

 EDITION
Concise, balanced . . . filled with new research!  Many FREE resources!
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Abstract concepts make real-world sense
as students do data analysis exercises
Reviewer-praised “Intersections” essays guide students
to accompanying MicroCase® Online exercises!

Located between selected chapters, “Intersections” essays
help students understand how important concepts and
topics across chapters are interrelated. As students read
these reviewer-praised essays and do the accompanying
MicroCase Online data analysis exercises, they learn to
choose variables and analyze data—actually applying
concepts to concrete issues. “Intersections” topics include
“Culture, Structure, and Everyday Life,” “Are Economic
Development and Cultural Values Incompatible?” “Cross-
Cutting Statuses: Race, Sex, and Age,” “Politics, Religion,
and the Culture War,” and “Fertility, Mortality, and Social
Structure.”

At MicroCase Online, all students, regardless of
their level of proficiency in statistical analysis,
are able to use the Web-based exercises and

data sets to “think sociolog-
ically.” Data sources include
the 2000 General Social
Survey (GSS), World
Values Survey, U.S. Census
data, Federal Election
Commission (FEC), and
others. Students complete
the activities using basic
univariate statistics, 
mapping, cross-tabulations,
and other techniques.

NEW! “Connections” boxes in every chapter!
These new boxed features include real-life examples, personal applications, social policy
implications, and historical notes to help students see how the concepts discussed in the
chapter apply to real-world issues. The “Connections” are also effective tools in helping
students understand what sociological concepts mean to them personally!

“I am very impressed with the online MicroCase data analysis opportunities and exercises associated
with the ‘Intersections’ segments of this text.” Tim Brezina, Tulane University
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The latest research . . . engaging topics
that get students thinking like sociologists!
Completely updated with new research findings throughout, the authors’ meticulous
review of current research is praised by instructors nationwide. 
Here’s a sampling of new material:

• Increased coverage of globalization in Chapter
8, now titled “Global Inequality and Globalization,” includ-
ing sections on the sources of globalization; the cultural,
economic, and political impacts of globalization; and the
links among globalization, global inequality, and the 
terrorist attacks of 9/11

• Additional coverage of terrorism, 9/11 events,
and related topics throughout the book

• Expanded coverage of technology, now includ-
ing discussion of reproductive technologies, the technolog-
ical imperative, and “normal accidents”—in Chapter 16,
“Social Movements, Technology, and Social Change”

• A new section on Arab Americans and increased
coverage of Hispanic Americans—added to Chapter 9,
“Racial and Ethnic Inequality”

• Expanded coverage of sexuality, the social 
construction of gender, and the feminist movement in
Chapter 10, now entitled “Sex, Gender, and Sexuality”
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FREE! SocCoach CD-ROM   
Students interact with real data, view fascinating video 
featuring well-known sociologists, and more!
A great companion to this book, the SocCoach CD-ROM is
now available FREE when packaged with this Sixth
Edition of Essentials of Sociology. Don’t miss this opportunity
to give every student this exceptional CD-ROM, at no

cost. Please turn to the back inside
cover of this book for details.
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Focus students on the environment, diversity,
technology, and cross-national issues
“Focus On” boxes in every chapter introduce provocative issues that engage 
students, encouraging analytical thinking about important topics:

• “Focus on the Environment” boxes vividly describe real events,
which showcase criminally negligent forms of environmental contamina-
tion, environmental racism, and the environmental movement. For exam-
ple, in Chapter 6, the “Focus on the Environment” box entitled “Crimes

against the Environment” highlights the catastrophic Valdez
oil spill in Alaska. Reviewers praise this book’s coverage of
environmental issues as the most engaging and current
available to introductory sociology courses.

•“Focus on American Diversity” boxes examine
issues such as the measurement of IQ, gay and lesbian fami-
lies, and gender differences in mathematics, as well as new
discussion of “the graying and browning of America.”

•“Focus on Technology” boxes feature true
accounts and current research that demonstrate the impact

of technological innovation on society. For example, “Models, Magazines,
and Self-Esteem” in Chapter 2 and “Global Inequality” in Chapter 8, which
opens students’ eyes to how the spread of information technology through-
out the world is accelerating societal change in many countries.

• “Focus on a Global Perspective” boxes introduce students 
to transnational topics, such as women and development, international 
migrations, and conducting research in Nigeria.

NEW Internet and InfoTrac® College Edition links! 
Now included at the end of every Focus On box are key search words that

lead students to current articles in the InfoTrac College Edition online library (FREE with this book) and URLs for the best
Web sites dealing with topics discussed in the “Focus On” boxes. 

“A wonderful job overall of selecting and combining topics to fit within 16 chapters. . . . 
A condensed, yet thorough and meaningful introductory text.” Leslie T. C. Wang, University of Toledo

“Straightforward . . . Uses examples that are relevant to students’ lives. . . . 
I find the ‘American Diversity’ particularly effective.” Allison Vetter, University of Central Arkansas
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Critical thinking and review opportunities— 
reinforcing each chapter’s material!

Concept definitions linked to “Concept Summaries”
This book’s new, visually strong design guides students from definitions of key concepts in the margins
to “Concept Summary” boxes located at important junctures within each chapter. “Concept Summaries”
reinforce definitions, give examples, and clarify differences.

NEW! “Where This Leaves Us” sections
Found at the end of each chapter, these brief sections pull together
the various topics and competing viewpoints discussed within the
chapter, giving students the opportunity to evaluate and reflect on
the material.

“Thinking Critically” questions 
Useful as discussion starters or for individual writing assignments, the book’s
“Thinking Critically” questions are located at the end of each chapter. They 
challenge students to examine their reasons for a certain viewpoint.

PLUS detailed, point-by-point “Summary” sections at 
the end of every chapter

“The chapter ‘Summaries’ are excellent. . . . The ‘Thinking Critically’ questions are exceptional. 
This is the sort of activity I find most beneficial to students.” Ron Matson, Wichita State 

REVIEW
 . . . REINFORCE . . . RETAIN!
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Interactive online and course management tools
The Book Companion Web Site 
Greatly enhanced and activity-packed
http://sociology.wadsworth.com/brinkerhoff/essentials6e/ 

It’s everything your students need to do well in your course—a virtual study center 
that contains:

At the password-protected Instructor Book Companion Site, you’ll find instructor tools,
such as Microsoft® PowerPoint® lecture slides, the Instructor’s Manual, and much more.

InfoTrac® College Edition 
FREE access to nearly 5,000 publications!

Adopters and their students automatically receive four months of FREE access to InfoTrac
College Edition with every new copy of this book. Opening the door to the complete articles
(not just abstracts) from nearly 5,000 top journals and popular publications, this online
library is expertly indexed, linking users to topic-relevant articles for every chapter in this
text. Also included: InfoWrite—quick access to critical-thinking and paper-writing tutorials.

Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center . . . for pro and con debates
http://www.gale.com/OpposingViewpoints
Expose your students to various sides of today’s most compelling issues with this
dynamic online library of current event topics—the facts, as well as the arguments of
each topic’s proponents and detractors. For a nominal fee, access to the Opposing
Viewpoints Resource Center is available for packaging with each copy of this book: 
0-534-60436-6

WebTutor™ ToolBox . . . FREE access code! 
Online course management and student resources

WebTutor ToolBox pairs all the content of the Book Companion Web Site with exceptional course management functionality
(both WebCT and Blackboard versions are available). You can assign materials (including online quizzes) and have the
results flow automatically to your gradebook. ToolBox is ready to use as soon as you log on—or, you can customize its 
preloaded content by uploading images and other resources, adding Web links, or creating your own practice materials. 
To package an access code to WebTutor ToolBox with every student copy of this book:
On WebCT: 0-534-59342-9. On Blackboard: 0-534-59333-x

Online chapters to augment course coverage 
Also available for convenient bundling!
Two online chapters—“Suburban Youth and School Violence” (0-534-58844-1) and “Environmental Sociology”
(0-534-58877-8)—are available to supplement your course. Order a printed version of the online chapters bundled 
with the text and then access the Web site for color images and critical thinking questions. Please contact your local 
representative for package order numbers.
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• Learning Objectives
• Tutorial Practice Quizzes with Feedback 
• Internet Exercises
• InfoTrac® College Edition Exercises
• MicroCase® Data-Analysis Exercises   

(based on the “Intersections” in the book)

• Video Exercises
• Virtual Explorations
• Flashcards of the Text’s Glossary
• Web Links
• Crossword Puzzles

http://sociology.wadsworth.com/brinkerhoff/essentials6e/
http://www.gale.com/OpposingViewpoints
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Instructor’s Resource Manual
with Test Bank 

Now packaged with the
Multimedia Manager
Instructor Resource 
CD-ROM
This all-in-one tool includes:

• The completely updated
Instructor’s Resource Manual with Test Bank,
featuring chapter outlines, class projects and assignments,
discussion and lecture topics, Internet and InfoTrac® College
Edition activities, and personal applications and journal top-
ics for each chapter. Unique to this supplement is the stu-
dent data set (SDS), based on a class questionnaire that
enables instructors to directly link students to the data and
relationships examined in the main text. The Test Bank con-
tains 100 multiple-choice questions, 15 true/false questions,
and 10 short-answer questions with answers and page refer-
ences, as well as 10 essay questions for each chapter. 
• NEW! Multimedia Manager Instructor Resource
CD-ROM: A Microsoft® PowerPoint® Link Tool—
Includes book-specific PowerPoint® lecture slides, graphics
from the book, Word documents for the Instructor’s Resource
Manual and Test Bank, CNN® video clips, and links to many
of Wadsworth’s important sociology resources.  
0-534-62681-5

ExamView®

Computerized Testing

Offers flexible delivery and the ability to
test and grade online! You can easily
edit and import your own ques-
tions and graphics, edit and
maneuver existing questions, and

change test layouts. Tests appear on
screen just as they will when printed. Cross-platform CD-
ROM. Windows/Macintosh: 0-534-62683-1

CNN® Today: Sociology Videos
Integrate the up-to-the-minute programming
power of CNN and its affiliate networks

right into your course with these short, high-interest clips.
A new volume is available to adopters each year.

Wadsworth’s Lecture Launchers for
Introductory Sociology
This exclusive offering, jointly created by Thomson
Wadsworth and Dallas TeleLearning, contains a col-
lection of video highlights from the Exploring Society:
An Introduction to Sociology Telecourse. The 3- to 6-

minute video segments cover 20 key introductory sociology
topics. Accompanying the video is a brief written description
of each clip, along with suggested discussion questions. 
VHS: 0-534-58839-5. DVD: 0-534-58845-x

Sociology: Core Concepts
This exclusive offering, jointly created by Thomson
Wadsworth and Dallas TeleLearning, contains a
collection of video highlights from the Exploring
Society: An Introduction to Sociology Telecourse. Each 15-
to 20-minute video segment enhances students’

understanding of essential concepts covered in the introducto-
ry course, such as the sociological imagination, stratification,
race and ethnic relations, social change, and more.
VHS: 0-534-61934-7. DVD: 0-534-61935-5

Plus these additional video offerings . . . 
• America’s New War: CNN Looks At Terrorism:
Vol. I: 0-534-16805-1. Vol. II: 0-534-61600-3
• Wadsworth Sociology Video Library—A great
selection. Contact your Thomson Wadsworth representa-
tive for a complete list.
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Instructor’s 
Resource Manual 

with Test Bank

for 
Essentials of Sociology

Sixth Edition

Innovative CD-ROM, video, and testing
resources for instructors

Vol. I: 0-534-52482-6
Vol. II: 0-534-55593-4
Vol. III: 0-534-55603-5
Vol. IV: 0-534-58767-4

Vol. V: 0-534-58771-2
Vol. VI: 0-534-58776-3 

NEW! 
Vol. VII: 0-534-58777-1

Wadsworth Introduction to Sociology 2005 Transparency Acetates
This set of full-color acetates includes tables and figures from Wadsworth’s introduction to sociology texts. 0-534-58775-5 

Demonstrating Sociology CD-ROM: Showcase Presentational Software 
Showcase is a powerful, yet easy-to-use software program that enables instructors to do “live” demos of statistical analysis
right in the classroom. Using mapping, scatterplots, cross-tabulations, or univariates, instructors can show students how
sociologists ask and answer questions using sociological theory. 0-534-55597-7

Teaching Tips for Sociology, Third Edition
Written by veteran instructor Jerry M. Lewis of Kent State University, this booklet contains tips on course goals and 
syllabi, lecture preparation, exams, class exercises, research projects, course evaluations, and more. 0-534-54529-7
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Available FREE when packaged with 
this book:
Please use the following package ISBN numbers when ordering this textbook
packaged with:

• FREE! SocCoach CD-ROM: 0-534-22108-4

• FREE! WebTutor ToolBox on WebCT (online access): 0-534-59342-9

• FREE! WebTutor ToolBox on Blackboard (online access): 0-534-59333-x

• FREE! Wadsworth’s Classic Readings in Sociology, Third Edition: 0-534-22258-7

• FREE! Cargan and Ballantine’s Sociological Footprints: Introductory Readings in Sociology, Ninth Edition: 0-534-21661-7

• FREE! Adler andAdler’s Sociological Odyssey: Contemporary Readings in Sociology: 0-534-22063-0

• FREE! Researching Sociology on the Internet, Third Edition: 0-534-27681-4

• FREE! Steele and Price’s Applied Sociology: Terms, Topics, Tools, and Tasks: 0-534-22222-6

• FREE! Schmidt, Hopper, and Wysocki’s Six Steps to Effective Writing in Sociology: 0-534-22213-7

• FREE! Student Guide to InfoTrac® College Edition for Sociology: 0-534-22135-1

• FREE! Terrorism: An Interdisciplinary Perspective: 0-534-22069-x

• FREE! Census 2000: A Student Guide for Sociology, Second Edition: 0-534-22249-8

• FREE! Frey’s Investigating Change in American Society, Second Edition: 0-534-22312-5

• FREE! Barkan’s Discovering Sociology: Using MicroCase® ExplorIt®, Second Edition: 0-534-22294-3

• FREE! Stark’s Doing Sociology: A Global Perspective, Using MicroCase® ExplorIt®, Fourth Edition: 0-534-22303-6
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Also available for convenient packaging with Essentials of Sociology:

Study Guide
Includes learning objectives, detailed chapter outlines, matching exercises, and Internet exercises, plus mul-

tiple-choice, true/false, short-answer, and essay questions. 
0-534-62680-7. Package ISBN: 0-534-22099-1 

Understanding Society: An Introductory Reader, Second Edition
by Margaret L. Andersen, Kim A. Logio, and Howard F. Taylor. A collection of classical and contem-
porary readings, including a strong focus on diversity and globalization. 0-534-58815-8.
Package ISBN: 0-534-22117-3

Experiencing Poverty: Voices from the Bottom
by D. Stanley Eitzen and Kelly Eitzen Smith. Includes readings about the varied experiences of the poor. 
0-534-52958-5. Package ISBN: 0-534-60059-x

Wadsworth’s Sociology Online Resources and Writing Companion
A useful guide that shows students how to use Wadsworth’s exclusive online resources—

InfoTrac® College Edition, the Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center, and MicroCase Online to assist in their study. 
0-534-63682-9. Package ISBN: 0-534-21941-1

Student Practice Tests
Correlated chapter by chapter with this text, each Student Practice Tests chapter includes multiple-choice and 
true/false questions, all with corresponding rejoinders and page references, as well as short-answer questions with
page references.  0-534-62682-3. Package ISBN: 0-534-22090-8


